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daughter of Louis XIV., was remarkably clever,
and wrote epigrams and couplets. The Duke
du Maine is generally spoken of only for his
weakness, but nobody had a more agreeable wit.
His wife was mad, but she had an extensive
acquaintance with letters, good taste in poetry,
and a brilliant and inexhaustible imagination.
Here are instances enough, I think," said he;
" and, as I am no flatterer, and hate to appear
one, I will not speak of the living." His hearers
were astonished at this enumeration, and all of
them agreed in the truth of what he had said.
He added, " Don't we daily hear of silly d'Argen-
son,1 because he has a good-natured air, and a

i Ren6 Louis d'Argenson, who was Minister for
Foreign Affairs. He was the author of Considerations sur
le Gouvernement, and of several other works, from which
succeeding political writers have drawn, and still draw
ideas, which they give to the world as new. This man,
remarkable not only for profound and original thinking,,     thee screen.
